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5 Things God uses to Grow Your Faith 
 

Private Disciplines  

Practical Teaching 

Personal Ministry 

Providential Relationships 

Pivotal Circumstances 
 

There are 2 Types of Pivotal Circumstances: 
1. The Things that we CAN’T Control 

2. The Things that we CAN Control 

CAN’T 
    [2] Dear brothers and sisters, whenever trouble comes your way, let it be an 

opportunity for joy. [3] For when your faith is tested, your endurance has a 

chance to grow. [4] So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, 

you will be strong in character and ready for anything.  

James 1:2-4 (New Living Translation)  
 

God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks to us in our conscience, but shouts 

to us in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world. 

C.S.Lewis. 

 

[2] When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples [3] 

to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone 

else?"  
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[4] Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: [5] The 

blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. [6] 

Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."  

Matthew 11:2-6 (NIV) 

 

Don’t think that God is doing something to you. 

Maybe God is trying to do something in you so that 

He can do something through you. 

 

[3] All praise to the God and Father of our Master, Jesus the Messiah! 

Father of all mercy! God of all healing counsel! [4] He comes alongside 

us when we go through hard times, and before you know it, he brings 

us alongside someone else who is going through hard times so that we 

can be there for that person just as God was there for us.  

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (The Message) 

CAN 
 

   [24] By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as 

the son of Pharaoh's daughter. [25] He chose to be mistreated along 

with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 

short time. [26] He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater 

value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his 

reward.  

Hebrews 11:24-26 (NIV) 

Do Hard Things.  (forward written by Chuck Norris……….) 
 

#1 Do things outside your comfort zone. 

#2: Do things that go beyond what is expected or required. 

#3: Do things that are too big to accomplish alone. 

#4: Do things that don’t earn an immediate payoff.  

#5: Do things that go against the grain of cultural norm. 



M O R E  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S  

If we are dependent on the Providence of God to bring people into our path 

then what else are we responsible for?  We can’t force people to be our 

friends. Some�mes there is just not that rela�onal connec�on. One of our 

responsibili�es is to learn how to be open to new friends and be teachable. 

While we are reliant on God another responsibility is to be in places where 

we can meet the sort of people that God might be using to grow our faith. 

Read Hebrews 10:25  It’s not like God is keeping a record of a$endance and 

anything less than 100% is a failure.  But a$endance at “Church” gives an 

opportunity to build friendships, deepen rela�onships and give and receive 

encouragement.  When you miss Church and related events you miss the 

opportunity to do that. That’s why there is the encouragement not to give 

up mee�ng together. We want all our groups at Westside to be                

environments where rela�onships are built. 

Instead of merely being the recipient of the rela�onship that  God         

providen�ally uses to grow you faith, what about being that person for  

someone else?  As well as having a Paul, Timothy or Barnabas, maybe we 

could BE a Paul Timothy or Barnabas for someone else. That sort of        

rela�onship will build your faith up too. The Bible just before the previous 

passage talks about that.   

Read Hebrews 10:22-24.  Consider the word consider... 

Have you considered how to spur others along?  What works for you?  

What are ways that others have spurred you along? Can you do the same 

for others? 

Read 2 Timothy 2:2. If someone has been that example and that             

encourager to you, why not look for someone else to pass those lessons on 

to? Even if you are not there yet, perhaps  it is something you can  aspire 

to. Like Jonathan did for David, help them find strength in God. 

In your prayer �me, thank God for the people in your past or present who 

have been such an influence.  Pray for protec�on from people who would 

lead you down the wrong path. Pray for spiritual eyes to see people in the 

future who could be an influence to you.  Pray also that God may use you 

to be a posi�ve influence to someone else. 
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B i b l e  S t u d y  B o o k l e t  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

WEEK FOUR 

Provident ia l  Relat ionships 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Overv iew Week 4 

Is there anything  from the Sermon on Sunday that you 
would like to comment on?   How are your SOAP  
readings? 

INTRODUCTION 

If you are like most people, you can’t tell your life story without 
making reference to people who played significant roles along the 
way. The same is true of your faith story. God uses the people he 
puts in our path to do his work of growing our faith. 

Sometimes these people are unaware of their influence on you.   
The people that affect you positively  may have no idea that they 
did.   Sometimes it was a single conversation or it can be many 
discussions over a long period.  Sometimes it is not so much their 
words but the example of their life of faith that was so powerful.  
Perhaps an invitation to church our a group was the thing that 
made all the difference. 

Whatever the method and how they influenced you, you know that 
your life would not be where it is today if you hadn’t met them. 

OPENER DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Looking back, who are there people you feel God providentially 
brought into your life at crucial times?  How did you meet them? 
How did God use them? What did they do?  What did they say?  
Do they know they had such influence? 

Have you had a Paul , a Timothy or a Barnabus in your life? 

BIBLE STUDY AND QUESTIONS 

Read Ruth 1:1-19 Do you know the story of Ruth and Naomi? 

What did Orpah and Ruth have in common? 

What was the difference between Orpah and Ruth?  

What did Ruth see in Naomi that caused her to want to embrace 
her God? 

Ruth eventually remarried again when they went back to         
Bethlehem.  Their child would turn out to be David’s Grandfather! 

Read 1 Samuel 23:15-18 King Saul was on the prowl trying to kill 
David.  But Saul’s son Jonathan was close friends with David. 

What did Jonathan do that helped David so much? (vs 17) 

What did he say that caused him to find strength again? 

 

 

THE 5 Th ings  Aga in . . .  

Prov i den t i a l  Re l a t i onsh ips  

Have you had any further thoughts on any of the 5 things?   

How did you go this week on thinking about Personal Ministry? 

Providence is the means by which God directs all things 
towards  His purpose. 

Week 1  Private Disciplines  (Privately I took the �me to…) 

Week 2 Prac�cal Teaching  (I heard the Bible applied..) 

Week 3 Personal Ministry   (I got involved in...) 

Week 5 Pivotal Circumstances (This happened..) 

Week 4 Providen�al Rela�onships (I met someone..) 

The providence of God is what we understand of God’s control and 
God’s directing of events, circumstances and people.   It is He who puts 
people in our path, allows us to be born into certain families and sets 
up certain meetings so that through those relationships we can grow in 
faith. 

One of our responsibilities is to be wise and discerning with who we 
hang out with.  Relationships have the capacity to strengthen our faith 
but they also have the potential to destroy it. 

Read the following. Proverbs 16:27-29  Proverbs 18:24    

Proverbs 13:20   

What are the points being made in each of these verses? 

Our choice of friends can make or break us spiritually.  The desire for 
friends is a big one in people’s lives.  But sometimes that desire to fit 
in, have fun and be accepted overrides some deeper morals and values 
operating in us.  

The issue in these friendships is who is influencing whom?  

What is happening to our faith in God as these relationships with    
people grow? Are we just trying to keep up with the “jones’”? 
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